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Why Holy Week? 
 
Holy Week takes place from Palm Sunday to Easter Day, which this year takes 
us from 5th-12th April. Holy Week, like acts in a great drama that lead into one 
another, takes us through Jesus’ final week leading up to the cross and the 
resurrection and celebrates the very heart of the Christian faith. 
 
However, this year Holy Week will be unlike any other because we cannot 
gather together physically to immerse ourselves in the story. Yet, it is perhaps 
more important than ever before that we walk with Jesus on his journey to the 
cross.  
 
But why? Why do we pay such attention to Jesus’ week in Jerusalem leading up 
to the cross and the resurrection? Why are they important to us as we live 
out our faith in these strange circumstances? I would like to suggest two main 
reasons: 
 
To make connections. The worship of Holy Week helps us to make 
connections between Jesus’ final week and our daily lives. Imagine relating to 
the ups-and-downs of the disciples’ faith as we live through uncertain times, 
imagine the affirmation of those essential workers who serve us from our Lord 
who washes feet. Live in the knowledge that death or darkness can never have 
the last word because of the power of God who raised Jesus from the dead. 
 
To become more like Jesus. As we reflect on Jesus’ reactions, thoughts 
and feelings, we recognise that he neither floats above situations nor is dragged 
down into them. He goes through this week with openness, creativity, 
patience, integrity and faith. As we pray through these things, our prayer is one 
greatly needed at this and every time: please make me, make us, more like 
that. 
 
And so here is the challenge for us all this week: take some time each 
day to reflect on Holy Week. The resources in this booklet, along with 
material on the Church website and Facebook page will help us to do this. 
 
Please pray with me that God would transform us to be a more Jesus-shaped 
Church this Holy Week,  
 
Charles 
 
All poetry from Malcolm Guite is taken from ‘Sounding the Seasons: Seventy Sonnets for the 
Christian Year (Norwich: Canterbury Press, 2012. 
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Palm Sunday – Sunday 5th Apri l  
 
Follow the story: Matthew 21:1-11 
 

Enter into the story: If you have a palm cross at home, why not have it with 
you as you read (possibly aloud) St Matthew’s account of Jesus’ 
triumphal entrance into Jerusalem? If not, perhaps you could trace a 

cross on your palm with your finger as you enter into the story. 
 
Reflect on the story: ‘Palm Sunday’ by Malcolm Guite 
 

Now to the gate of my Jerusalem,  
The seething holy city of my heart, 
The Saviour comes. But will I welcome him? 
Oh crowds of easy feelings make a start; 
They raise their hands, get caught up in the singing, 
And think the battle won. Too soon they’ll find 
The challenge, the reversal he is brining 
Change their tune. I know what lies behind 
The surface flourish that so quickly fades; 
Self-interest, and fearful guardedness, 
The hardness of heart, its barricades, 
And at the core, the dreadful emptiness 
Of a perverted temple. Jesus, come 
Break my resistance and make me your home. 

 
Worship with the Church: A service of Holy Communion for Palm 
Sunday will be offered from the Vicarage and will be available online. 
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Monday of Holy Week - 6th Apri l ,  Jesus Weeps over Jerusalem 
 
The Gospels tell us that each evening at the beginning of the week, Jesus and his 
disciples withdrew from Jerusalem to Bethany. At the close of each day, we too take 
time to reflect on the events of Holy Week. 

 
Follow the story: Luke 19:39-41 
 

Enter into the story: The stresses and strains of our current situation may 
well have had you in a place of tears recently. If not you, then your 
friends or neighbours. Jesus doesn’t expect emotion to be bottled up or 

suppressed – Jesus weeps with us in our distress and expresses confidence that 
‘stones will cry out’. May all those who see the stones of our Church buildings 
know of Jesus’ presence with them. Jesus’ tears also show his resolve for what 
lies ahead. Try dipping your finger in salt and bringing it to your tongue – the 
taste of tears. Pray for those who weep and  
are distressed, that they might know Jesus is with them in times of weeping. 

 
Reflect on the story: ‘Jesus Weeps’ by Malcolm Guite 
 

Jesus comes near and he beholds the city 
And looks on us with tears in his eyes, 
And wells of mercy, streams of love and pity 
Flow from the fountain whence all things arise. 
He loved us into life and longs to gather 
And meet with his beloved face to face. 
How often has he called, a careful mother, 
And wept for our refusals of his grace, 
Wept for a world that, weary with its weeping, 
Benumbed and stumbling, turns the other way; 
Fatigued compassion is already sleeping 
Whilst her worst nightmares stalk the light of day. 
But we might waken yet, and face those fears, 
If we could see ourselves through Jesus’ tears. 

 
Worship with the Church: See the short service of Evening Prayer 
below (page 7) 
 

 
 
 
 
 



	   5	  

Tuesday of Holy Week - 7th Apri l ,  Jesus Cleanses the Temple 
 
Follow the story: Mark 11:15-19 
 

Enter into the story: If you have some coins, like those on the 
moneychangers’ tables, you could hold them in your hand as you pray. 
Ask that God would help you use what you have been blessed with to 

bless others, even from a distance. Give thanks that the Church is a temple of 
“living stones” of the Holy Spirit. 

 
Reflect on the story: ‘Cleansing the Temple’ by Malcolm Guite 

 
Come to your Temple with liberation 
And overturn these tables of exchange, 
Restore in me my lost imagination, 
Begin in me for good the pure change. 
Come as you came, an infant with your mother, 
That innocence may cleanse and claim this ground. 
Come as you came, a boy who sought his father 
With questions asked and certain answers found. 
Come as you came this day, a man in anger, 
Unleash the lash that drives a pathway through, 
Face down for me the fear, the shame, the danger, 
Teach me again to whom my love is due. 
Break down in me the barricades of death 
And tear the veil in two with your last breath. 

 
Worship with the Church: See the short service of Evening Prayer 
below (page 7)  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



	   6	  

Wednesday of Holy Week – 8th Apri l ,  The Anointing at Bethany 
 
Follow the story: John 12:1-8 
 

Enter into the story: You might like to light a scented candle or smell some 
perfume as you reflect on today’s reading. Jesus responds to Mary’s 
beautiful, seemingly useless gesture, knowing it for what it is – 

something that is always worthwhile, something that will live forever, despite 
the criticism and betrayal of Judas. Ask for God’s help to appreciate each small 
kindness shown to you, and to know that each kindness you show reflects 
God’s limitless kindness to all in sending his Son to die and to rise again. 

 
Reflect on the story: ‘The Anointing at Bethany’ by Malcolm Guite 

 
Come close with Mary, Martha, Lazarus,  
So close the candles flare with their soft breath,  
And kindle heart and soul to flame within us 
Lit by these mysteries of life and death. 
For beauty now begins the final movement,  
In quietness and intimate encounter, 
The alabaster jar of precious ointment 
Is broken open for the world’s true lover. 
The whole room richly fills to feast the senses 
With all the yearning such a fragrance brings, 
The heart is mourning but the spirit dances, 
Here at the very centre of all things, 
Here at the meeting place of love and loss 
We all foresee and see beyond the cross. 

 
Worship with the Church: See the short service of Evening Prayer 
below (page 7). 
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An Act of Worship for Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 
Evening 

 
O God, make speed to save us. 
O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 
Let your ways be known upon the earth 
your saving power among the nations. 
 
Opening prayer 
 
That this evening may be holy, good and peaceful, 
let us pray with one heart and mind. 
 
Silence is kept. 
 
As our evening prayer rises before you, O God, 
so may your mercy come down upon us 
to cleanse our hearts 
and set us free to sing your praise  
now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
Canticle 
 
At the name of Jesus  
every knee shall bow. 
 
Christ Jesus was in the form of God, 
but he did not cling to equality with God. 
He emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, 
and was born in our human likeness. 
Being found in human form he humbled himself, 
and became obedient unto death, even death on a cross. 
Therefore God has highly exalted him, 
and bestowed on him the name above every name, 
That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
in heaven and on earth and under the earth; 
And every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father.     Philippians 2:5-11  
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Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now 
and shall be for ever. Amen. 
 
At the name of Jesus 
every knee shall bow. 
 
Collect of the Day 
 
Almighty God, 
as we stand at the foot of the cross of your Son, 
help us to see and know your love for us, 
so that in humility, love and joy 
we may place at his feet 
all that we have and all that we are; 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen. 
 
Lord’s Prayer  
 
Standing at the foot of the cross, 
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray… 
 
The Conclusion 
 
May Christ, who bore our sins on the cross,  
set us free to serve him with joy. 
Amen. 
 
Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
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Maundy Thursday – 9th Apri l  
 
Follow the story: Matthew 26:36-46 

 
Enter into the story: Tenebrae is part of the tradition of Holy Week 
worship. It is ‘a service of shadows’, acknowledging that we move closer 
to the cross, where candles are extinguished after readings – the 

atmosphere gets darker. Blow out a candle and watch as the smoke rises. Jesus 
will soon be abandoned by his friends, who will dissipate like smoke, but his 
constant response is love. ‘Maundy’ comes from the Latin mandatum, which 
means ‘commandment’. It comes from Jesus’ words: ‘a new commandment I 
give you that you love one another’. Give thanks for each expression of love 
you have received and have been able to give in recent times. When all is 
uncertain, it is these we need to hold on to. Pray for those who feel lonely at 
this time. 

 
Reflect on the story: ‘Maundy Thursday’ by Malcolm Guite 
 

Here is the source of every sacrament, 
The all-transforming presence of the Lord, 
Replenishing our every element, 
Remaking us in his creative Word. 
For here the earth herself gives bread and wine, 
The air delights to bear his Spirit’s speech,  
The fire dances where the candles shine, 
The waters cleanse us with his gentle touch. 
And here he shows the full extent of love 
To us whose love is always incomplete, 
In vain we search the heavens high above,  
The God of love is kneeling at our feet. 
Though we betray him, though it is the night. 
He meets us here and loves us into light. 

 
Worship with the Church: A service of Holy Communion for Maundy 
Thursday will be offered from the Vicarage and will be available 
online. 
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Good Friday – 10th Apri l  
 
Follow the story: John 18:1-19:30 
 

Enter into the story: We began the week by tracing the cross on our palms 
– let’s do so again, as we wait by the cross. May we know that in times 
of deepest darkness and suffering, Jesus reaches out and connects us 

together in new ways (just as he does with his mother and the disciple whom 
he loved in John 19:26-27). As we join in a Deanery service today, let’s pray 
today for the other Churches in Bulkington and beyond in Bedworth and 
Nuneaton. 

 
Reflect on the story: Malcolm Guite has written a sonnet for each Station 

of the Cross, which you might like to access on 
www.malcolmguite.wordpress.com.  
This one is called ‘XII Jesus dies on the cross’ 
 
The dark nails pierce him and the sky turns black 
We watch him as he labours to draw breath. 
He takes our breath away to give it back, 
Return it to its birth through his slow death. 
We hear him struggle, breathing through the pain, 
Who once breathed out his spirit on the deep,  
Who formed us when he mixed the dust with rain 
And drew us into consciousness from sleep. 
His Spirit and his life he breathes in all, 
Mantles his world in his one atmosphere, 
And now he comes to breathe beneath the pall 
Of our pollutions, draw our injured air 
To cleanse it and renew. His final breath 
Breathes and bears us through the gates of death. 

 
Worship with the Church: Today the Churches of Nuneaton Deanery 
have collaborated to offer a multi-media service for Good Friday, 
which is available online.  
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Holy Saturday – 11th Apri l  
 
Follow the story: John 19:31-42 

 
Enter the story: Holy Saturday is a day of silence, with Jesus first disciples 
confronted by grief and despair. The Psalms and the book of Job, 
amongst others, make it clear that we can express any feeling, even the 

darkest, to God. Spent some time today in stillness and silence and pray for all 
those affected by the Coronavirus, especially those who have lost family and 
friends. 

 
Reflect on the story: ‘XVI Jesus is laid in the tomb’ by Malcolm Guite 
 

Here at the centre everything is still, 
Before the stir and movement of our grief 
Which bears its pain with rhythm, ritual,  
Beautiful useless gestures of relief. 
So they anoint the skin that cannot feel 
And soothe his ruined flesh with tender care, 
Kissing the wounds they know they cannot heal, 
With incense scenting only empty air. 
He blesses every love that weeps and grieves, 
And makes our grief the pangs of a new birth. 
The love that’s poured in silence at old graves 
Renewing flowers, tending the bare earth, 
Is never lost. In him all love is found 
And sown with him, a seed in the rich ground. 

 
Worship with the Church: We pray and wait today, taking our 
example from those women who waited and watched at Jesus’ 
tomb. 
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Easter Day – Sunday 12th Apri l  
 
Al leluia, Christ is Risen! He is Risen indeed, Al leluia!  

 
Follow the story (Easter Vigil): Genesis 1:1-5, 26-27 

Genesis 3:1-13 
        Exodus 14:13-21 
               Ezekiel 37:1-14 

Luke 24:1-12 
Follow the story (Easter Day): Matthew 28:1-10 
 

Enter the story: Triumph from disaster! Joy from despair! The power of 
sin and death defeated forever! This is the world-changing news of 
Easter and how much do we need our hearts, lives and communities to 

be full of Easter life this year? Matthew gives us Jesus’ first words to his 
followers: ‘Do not be afraid!’, words that God says more than any other in the 
Bible. Some time later, Jesus comes to his disciples in a locked room and says 
‘Peace be with you’. Jesus is more powerful than any barriers we put up, more 
powerful than the anxiety of isolation and loneliness and he promises to be 
with us and bring us his peace. May we bring that peace to our communities in 
Jesus’ name. 

 
Reflect on the story: ‘XV Easter Dawn’ by Malcolm Guite 

 
He blesses every love which weeps and grieves 
And now he blesses hers who stood and wept 
And would not be consoled, or leave her love’s 
Last touching place, but watched as low light crept 
Up from the east. A sound behind her stirs 
A scatter of bright birdsong through the air. 
She turns, but cannot focus through her tears 
Or recognise the Gardener standing there. 
She hardly hears his gentle question ‘Why,  
Why are you weeping?’, or sees the play of light 
That brightens as she chokes out her reply 
‘They took my love away, my day is night’ 
And then she hears her name, she hears Love say 
The Word that turns her night, and ours, to Day. 

 
Worship with the Church: A form of Easter Vigil & Holy Communion 
for Easter Day will be offered from the Vicarage and will be available 
online. There will be many opportunities to join in worship on radio 
and television. 


